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LHS band heads to Disney 

By: Hannah Lane 

 The Loudonville High school marching band will 
be in Disney World to preform and do many other activities 

November 25th through the 30th. 

 “The band has been planning this trip since Octo-
ber 2015,” said Angela Spreng, the band’s instructor. The 
band had to submit an application and video of them play-
ing to see if they were able to 

perform. 

 “The band will be pre-
forming Sunday November 27th 
in Magic kingdom around 2:30 
in the afternoon,” said Mrs. 

Spreng. 

 “In order for the band to 
be able to go, we had to get per-
mission from the school board 
to do an out of state field trip, 
contact traveling company and 
figure out costs,” said Cory 

Knoble. 

 Each student had to 

raise about $900 if they wanted to go on the trip. “Over the 
last year we have done a ton of fundraisers,” said Mrs. 
Spreng. “We sold candy bars, flowers, and had a barbeque 

hosted by Pete Hurst.” 

 Once the band gets to Disney they will have time 
to do many other things there. “We will be going on a tour 
to see how Disney makes movies,” said Mrs. Spreng. “We 

will also go watch the light show and 
visit all the different parks over the 

course of the week.” 

 “This trip will also give the 
students the opportunity to perform at a 
bigger venue, and it will be cool to see 
how everything back stage works,” 
said Mrs. Spreng. This trip will show 
the band how serious it is to be able to 

get the chance to perform. 

 “I’m excited for the trip because 
it has always been a dream of mine to 
see the light show that goes on over Cin-
derella’s castle,” said Bailey Polen, an 

LHS band member. 

Experience the Magic Loudonville High 

School marching band practices to march in 

the annual Disney World Parade in Magic 

Kingdom.  

LHS annual canned food drive 

By: Hannah Lane 

 The Loudonville High School Leo Club is holding 
the annual canned food drive November eighth through 

the twenty-third.  

 “The high school holds the canned food drive be-
cause it can benefit the people in the 
community that have financial issues and 
needs,” said Jeff Frankford, the Leo club 
director. The high school had been hold-
ing the canned food drive for the com-

munity for more than five years. 

 “The Leo Club is a service or-
ganization...” said Mr. Frankford. “…
and we were asked to run the food drive, 
and we agreed to it since it’s a service 

project for the community.”  

 “There will be one activity a day all week during 
lunch, to get the students involved,” said Mr. Frankford. In 
the gym there will be a corn hole competition, volleyball 
competition, badminton competition, dodgeball tourna-

ment, and a three on three basketball tournament. “… And 
there will also be a staff vs student game on Friday. Stu-
dents will have to pay ten dollars for the activities and to 

get into the game Friday.” 

 The money that is raised during the activities and 
the Friday game will go toward purchas-
ing food items to put toward the drive for 

the community. 

 “The students will be bringing in 
cans, and leaving them in first period. 
That way the students don’t have to care 
them all day,” said Mr. Frankford. “The 
class with the most amount donated at the 
end of the drive will be getting donuts 
and chocolate milk the following Mon-

day morning,” said Mr. Frankford. 

 “As of right now, Loudonville has over 5,000 
cans,” said Mr. Frankford. “The class with the most cans is 

Ms. Scarberry’s class.” 
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By: Shy Farley 

 Librarian Julie Seboe watches happily as the tables 

and couches are carried in one by one into the library. 

Loudonville High School had just bought new furniture for 

the school’s library and there were more improvements 

that were wanted to be made but the staff members needed 

to have a discussion about it. 

 ‘’I believe that the biggest improvement we have 

made at the library would be improving the atmosphere by 

making the library seem more visitor friendly and welcom-

ing. The couches make it more comfortable for students 

and staff and makes the library more inviting,” said Mrs. 

Seboe. The money used to buy the furniture, books, and 

shelves come from a grant called the Young Foundation 

and School Funds. All of the school’s books are bought 

through the Follet company with this grant. 

 A few years ago, the library was thinking about 

buying Kindles for the students at LHS so that they may 

read the library’s books on them. They started loaning out 

Kindles to the students because they wanted to give stu-

dents another way to read and more options other than just 

carrying around a bulky book. 

 ‘’I think that getting the Kindles and renting them 

out was a great idea. Not only is it up to date, but because 

it is up to date students seem to want to be reading more. 

More students want to check out the Kindles than anyone 

has wanted to check out the books, so more students are 

reading,’’ said Mrs. Seboe.  

 Another addition that was made not to long ago to 

the library was the Keurig coffee and hot chocolate ma-

chine which dispenses all sorts of lovely drinks for the stu-

dents to enjoy. The best part about the Keurig is that the 

cups only cost one dollar for students, which isn’t a whole 

lot compared to the cups of joe or hoccy choccy sold in 

stores and gas stations. There are, however, some stipula-

tions to purchasing a beverage from the library, such as 

that the drink can’t leave the library. 

 In years past, the library at the high school didn’t 

look as appealing as it does today. The couches weren’t 

there and the walls weren’t as cheerfully decorated either. 

It looked plain and boring until it finally got the redecora-

tion it deserved. Now everything about the library seems 

more modern and much more beautiful than it did in days 

past. 

 ‘’Our plan for the future would be to always stay 

current with the new books and with updating Kindles,” 

said Mrs. Seboe, “The library has also been considering 

adding a makerspace, a place for students to study and 

hang out playing board games and enjoying each others 

company.’’ 

LHS library has evolved over the years 

 Lounging Around: The Library has 

bought a pair of lounging chairs and a 

sofa to create a more relaxing and 

comforting atmosphere for the student at 

Loudonville High School. 
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Editorial: Parking Passes-what’s the point? 

By: Connor Y oung 

 As the 2015-2016 school year ended there were 

rumors of instituting parking passes for the upcoming clas-

ses at LHS. These passes were intended to provide for a 

scholarship for the senior class and provide more accounta-

bility amongst the student body. They became an actual 

thing this school year and they are utter nonsense. If a stu-

dent can drive to school in the first place, if a student can 

complete work on time, if a student can go through school 

and pass, isn’t that enough accountability? These parking 

passes are unnecessary because we do not have to pay for 

them, the old system of parking was sufficient, and they do 

not solve traffic problems.  

 At the end of last year the rumor floating around 

was that the new parking passes would cost $10 to fund for 

a new senior scholarship. Well, they don’t. As for this year, 

the administration made the passes free for “practice runs.” 

For such a simple system, why need a practice run?  Instead 

of having another way to potentially pay for the crippling-

debt monster we call college, we are now back to the draw-

ing boards with solutions. Parking passes would not be 

such a nuisance if there was an incentive for them, like a 

scholarship.  

 In today’s world when new things are created to 

replace the old, a question arises. What was wrong with the 

old? That circumstance is occurring with the passes. The 

old system of parking allowed for students no matter the 

grade park wherever they chose in the parking lot and not 

have to pay for it. This year with this system one thing has 

changed: Students are now told where to park, and they 

have to hang a pass on their front dashboard.  

 According to the administration, the parking passes 

were supposed to “improve traffic flow” in the parking lot 

and on school grounds. How does telling a student where to 

park improve the flow of traffic? Once that student leaves 

their spot, how they drive is on them. A parking spot does 

not have any effect on the traffic, because whether desig-

nated or not, students will have parking spots. The school 

cannot do much to improve traffic unless they revoked the 

licenses of the students who drive poorly.  

 Instead of using parking passes to improve the 

quality and efficiency of the parking lot, maybe a much 

easier solution, such as a staff member on duty. Staff are 

already scheduled to do bus duty, why not take it one step 

further and do parking lot duty, and take out the parking 

passes? The parking pass system and the thought behind it 

is not reasonable.  

Editorial: Whereth thou spirit? 

By: Arielle Cameron 

The Loudonville High School student body does 

not have a lot of school spirit. Some people may blame the 

students for being too apathetic.  

 But, is school spirit really something that students 

should concern themselves with? School spirit essentially 

revolves around how the student body feels about their 

school, and many consider to be greatly affected by the suc-

cess of the sports teams, especially football. School spirit is 

supposed to unite the student body and keep everyone moti-

vated. Some people may consider this lack of school spirit 

to be caused mainly by the fact that the football team has 

not been “performing well”, or how “small and boring” this 

town is.  

People say this generation of students is apathetic 

because they do not care about trivial things like school 

spirit. But, the majority of students do care about some 

things in life. They are just more selective about what those 

things are. It’s not that we are all completely callous and 

jaded. 

 In the end, how much school spirit we had will not 

have mattered. Our graduating classes will pass through 

this school, and we will all go on to do with our lives what-

ever we want. High school is only four years of our lives. 

At 18, it has taken up less than a quarter of our lives. There 

is no sense in getting so worked up over the energy level at 

a place we will only spend a small portion of our lives at. 

Maybe you love school, and if you do then that’s 

great for you. But, for the majority of students, it is just a 

place they have to go every day until they can finally grad-

uate and get their diplomas. It is okay to not be excited 

about sports and pep rallies; people who do not enjoy these 

things aren’t all completely negative and unmotivated.  
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Boy’s basketball looking to ball up 

By: Mike Serrato 

 Following the 2015-16 season with an 11-11 rec-

ord, the boys’ basketball team hopes 

to have an improved season this year 

with the leadership of head coach 

Kelly Seboe.  

 With December 2nd ap-

proaching very quickly, the window 

for improvement before their first 

game before Hillsdale is fleeting. Ac-

cording to assistant coach John 

Battaglia, he feels that the opportuni-

ty to perform well this season is very 

possible. “I got high hopes. We have 

young guys coming up, but they are 

pretty skilled players. If they play 

together we will have a good year,” said Battaglia. 

 With having a young team naturally comes with 

downsides, but that is normal for any team, young or old. 

“We have a lot of skilled players, but they do not have a lot 

of varsity experience,” said Battaglia. This means that there 

will be plenty of growth throughout the season for these 

players to improve, and make the team better as a whole. 

 In order to be a successful 

team, good chemistry between players 

is a must, which Battaglia says is 

clearly present, as well as being much 

better than last year. “I think that it is 

pretty good and better than last year. 

We have a lot more “we” guys com-

pared to a lot of “me” guys like last 

year,” said Battaglia. This may prove 

to be very positive for the team as a 

whole in regards to success, but only 

time will tell what is in store for the 

varsity team this year.  

 With the regular season clos-

ing in very fast, the boys’ basketball team is anxious to see 

what is in store for them.  

 

Take the shot-Junior Hunter Martin at-

tempts a shot. 

Lady Redbirds hope for a successful season  
By: Connor Young  

 Following the 11-12 season last year, the young 
Loudonville girls basketball team is anxious to come out 
and begin their 2016-2017 season against Galion on No-

vember 26th.  

 Coach Tyler Bates, in his 4th season, is excited to 
see what his team has to offer. “The girls have been work-
ing very hard. I hope that we are ready, but we won’t know 

for sure until the first game,” Coach Bates said.  

 Even with the loss of some key players from last 
season, Coach Bates is confident that those roles will be 
able to be filled. “It’s never easy to replace key contribu-
tors from prior seasons, however, we have many girls in 
our program right now who are itching for the chance to 
show what they have. I have no doubt in my mind that the 
girls in our program are up to the challenge in not only 
replacing what we have lost, but taking our production to 

the next level” he said.  

 This season comes with an unusual circumstance, 
however. On this year’s team there are no seniors, but 
Coach Bates is not worried at all. “Our juniors have been 
working very hard, along with all of our girls, really. Alt-
hough we are young, we are beginning to see some leader-
ship traits come to the forefront, and that is exciting to 

see,” he said. 

 The success to every season is practice, and Coach 
Bates has been doing just that. “Practices have been a bit 
tougher this year from a conditioning and competition 
standpoint. We have been pretty good defensively in the 
past, so we are trying to maintain our success there, while 

becoming more efficient offensively,” Bates said.   

 The girls’ season is coming fast and will be here 
any day, Coach Bates and his team could not be any more 

excited.  

 

Time To Ball- Varsity Girls Coach Tyler Bates 

speaks to his team at prac#ce on Friday 
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Loudonville swim team season starts 

By: Arielle Cameron 

 The Loudonville swim team’s 

2016-17 season has started. This year 

there are six members on the team. 

Their first meet will be on Tuesday, 

November 29th. Coach Heather Lane is 

in charge of the swim team. 

  “The swim team is a very dedi-

cated bunch. [Swimming] is their pas-

sion, and they have the dedication, 

which is cool,” said Loudonville High 

School athletic director Kelly Seboe. 

Because there is no pool at Loudonville 

High School, the swim team has to trav-

el to pools such as the one at Ashland 

University to practice. 

 The members of the swim team 

this year are Hannah Lane, Brittany 

Sage, Seth Rhodes, Mya Switzer, 

Makenna Haggerty, and Sarah Carroll. 

 “It is hard because you swim 5 

miles a day at practice. I’ve been doing 

it for about 7 years, but everyone else 

has been doing it longer. It is challeng-

ing but I like it,” said junior Hannah 

Lane. 

 At 6 members, the swim team is 

currently larger than it has been for 

years. 

 

Swimming Around: Loudonville 

swim team poses for a group pic-

ture. 

Loudonville wrestling team gets ready for season 

By: Morgan Graham 

 The wrestling team has just now started practice. 

Their first meet is December 3, 2016. The coaching staff 

includes teachers Mr. Youngen and Mr. Peretti. “I enjoy 

coaching. I’ve been a coach for 16 years, anything ranging 

from junior high track, football to high school wrestling, 

and football. The best part of being a coach is seeing 

an athlete improve. It makes me feel successful, like 

I’m making a difference,” wrestling Coach Seth 

Youngen.  

 The wrestling team has 12 meets they get to 

compete this year, with a couple of seniors leading. 

“We have wrestlers that work hard in the off-season. 

That will be very exciting to see them compete in their 

weight class,” Youngen said.   

 Monday-Friday practices run till 5:30, with 

lifting two days a week. “My opinion, we have a good 

chance with getting some kids out to districts and sec-

tionals, but it just depends how the season goes. An-

other part is injuries, we need to stay healthy through-

out the season,” Youngen said.  

 Just a couple years ago, alum Ryan Weber 

won state in his weight class. Also teammates Austin Cary 

went to state but finished in 3rd place. “It is really pleasing 

having a wrestler go win state. As a coach, it’s always go-

ing to be memorable,” Youngen said.  

Take Down– Thomas Forbes takes down an opponent last year. 
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Mr. Yoder is new long term substitute 

By: Arielle Cameron 

 Loudonville High School 10th grade English teach-
er Mrs. Burd is on maternity leave. Mr. Austin Yoder is 
now the long-term substitute for her classes while she is out 

with the baby.  

 “I teach English and creative writing, which is in-
teresting for me because I have always liked writing, but 

haven’t done a lot of fiction writing,” said Mr. Yoder. 

 He started teaching here at Loudonville High 

School on Monday, October 31st.  

“A couple of months ago, I got a call from the prin-
cipal. I had interviewed at Loudonville for a job before, and 
it went very well, but I didn’t get the job. So, they called 
me to see if I would be a long term substitute, and I accept-

ed,” said Mr. Yoder.  

 Mr. Yoder went to Mount Vernon Nazarene Uni-
versity and got his degree in Language Arts Education. He 

is from Berlin, Ohio. 

 “I like [teaching at LHS.] I think overall the stu-
dents are fun and engaging and the staff is very helpful as 

well,” said Mr. Yoder. 

 “He is a good teacher. He is really thorough with 

his lessons,” said sophomore student Brittany Tarleton.   

 “I’ve only talked to him a few times. I feel like he’s 
a pretty intelligent guy,” said Mr. Battaglia, an LHS teach-

er.  

Substituting for Mrs. Burd: Mr . Yoder  

works in Mrs. Burd’s classroom.  

By: Bailey Polen 

 With 3 exchange 
students, one exchange stu-
dent from the past, a few 
students that have come 
from different backgrounds, 
and two foreign language 
classes, students at LHS 
often compare languages 
and are able to find the dif-

ferences. 

  “It’s fun to talk to 
Fey and some of the other 
Spanish speakers. It’s inter-
esting because I speak Por-
tuguese, Spanish, and Eng-
lish. I can speak Spanish 
because my base language 

[Portuguese] has some of the same roots as Spanish,” Ga-

briella Cristofani, the exchange student from Peru, said.  

“Even though I’ve been learning how to speak 
English since I was six, I still struggle in the American 
English class. Mostly because I don’t understand some of 
the larger words but, I am getting used to the English lan-
guage in other classes and when I talk to the students,” said 

Gabi. 

 “Starting at a young age is the key,” said Tomas 
Sanchez, local bilingual student who is a junior at Loudon-
ville High School. Tomas’s parents had moved from Mexi-
co to the United States. Though his brother Alex Sanchez 

was born in Mexico, Tomas was born in Georgia. He 

speaks two languages, Spanish and English.  

Julia Lagunilla a former exchange student, agrees 
with Tomas’s theory. “Starting out learning when you’re 
young helps so much, the more exposure you have to that 
element, the more fluent you get. It’s not just an opinion 

someone has, it’s been proven scientifically.”  

 “I am actually trilingual. In my country we start 
learning English when we are in kindergarten. Sometimes 
earlier if the parents choose to. In sixth grade we start 

learning French,” Julia said. 

“We also take ACT type tests in our country. One 
test is over fluency in one language. Though, it does be-
come a little hard when you are juggling three languages. 
Often I find myself writing in Spanish but only remember 
the English version of the word. It happens with French 

also.”  

America is the “go-to” place for foreign exchange 

students to study abroad.  

“I chose America because English is the language 
most spoken all over the world. When you apply for a job 
in Europe, you are almost 90% more likely to get the job if 
you can speak English fluently. That is why they are re-
quired to teach it in school. Opposed to America, where 
they start teaching it in middle and high school, and it is 

not required,” said Julia. 

Needless to say the cultural diversity is expanding 

throughout “small town Loudonville.” 

LHS students break the language barrier 

It’s where you live: Tomas 

Sanchez explains how he 

grew up to be a bilingual 

student. 
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By Connor Young 

 Ricky Martin-enthusiast Aimee Ross is finally 

closing in on one of her biggest dreams, writing her own 

book, and it is happening faster than ever. 

 The Ohio-grown teacher is in the process of writ-

ing a book for the publishing company KiCam Projects. 

 “I submitted a partial manuscript, as well as a 

book proposal to them. I have heard before that a book pro-

posal can be 30-40 pages, if done well, and since this is [a] 

brand new publisher (with an interesting mission), they 

weren’t asking for much,” Ross said.  

 However, this book is not the first rodeo that the 

experienced writer has been through. 

 “I’ve actually had more than just this published, 

going back maybe twelve years ago-a lesson, a study guide, 

a couple of essays-and I guess you could say I’ve always 

wanted to be a writer. That said, I earned my Masters of 

Fine Arts Degree in Creative Writing, Non-Fiction, in 

2014, so I’ve been studying writing for a while now” she 

said. 

 In the midst of the whole situation, the professor 

has not yet thought of a title.  

“The book is untitled as yet-do you have any good 

ideas?-and it’s a memoir about a time a few years back that 

a lot of bad stuff happened in my life and how teaching and 

writing helped me get through it,” Ross said.  

 One of the ways to keep her motivation of writing 

going is her new blog aimeerossblob.wordpress.com, where 

she discusses the process of writing and publishing the 

book with her own twists, including Ricky Martin and her 

teaching career.  

“The process of creation, putting experiences and 

feelings and life into words sentences with which other 

people can identify and empathize, can be very fulfilling-

especially afterward, when the struggle is over, and you’re 

re-reading what you wrote, and you feel pride” she said.  

Her book will be found interesting by many be-

cause it is her life story. From participating in the United 

States Holocaust Memorial Museum to being a drill team 

coach to now being a published writer, her book will be a 

very fun and interesting read. It includes the many trou-

bling events that occurred in a period of a year: divorce, a 

heart attack, and an almost fatal car accident.  

As her daily writing ensues and her book progress-

es, she has many promising things to look forward to. Do 

not forget to check her daily thoughts on her blog, and be 

sure to buy her book when it comes out in March of 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The author, the professor, the teacher: Aimee Ross 

 

Brainstorming Ross brainstorms ideas for  her  

upcoming book 
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By Mike Srirach 

 Hello once again fellow readers, it’s your host 

Srirach, and before I begin to inform the masses I feel I 

must first address a certain point of criticism I heard from 

the last paper. Yes, I am aware how to spell sriracha, and 

I intentionally spelled it that way as it is a nickname that 

was bestowed to me by Coach Grimes. So all you trig-

gered grammar Nazis can chill out and go back on Tum-

blr and complain about how “Trump isn’t your Presi-

dent.” 

 Now that this issue has been addressed, I would 

like to talk about a certain book that I have been reading, 

and how it applies to today’s society. This book is 1984 

by famed author George Orwell. I will take the time to 

briefly summarize the story, since I am aware that read-

ing is not a strong suit in American culture anymore. Ba-

sically, a totalitarian regime has taken over the world, 

and has created what is called a negative utopia, or 

“dystopia,” which is a world that is based around lies and 

propaganda, as well as creating a supposed all powerful 

figure called Big Brother. The main character, Winston, 

realizes this and ends up joining the Brotherhood, which 

is the enemy of the Party in order to learn what is actually 

real, and to free the populous from oppression. I would 

go into more detail, but what would be the fun in spoiling 

the book if someone were to actually read it?  

 But anyways, the Party has three slogans that it 

lives by which are WAR IS PEACE, FREEDOM IS 

SLAVERY, AND IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH. These 

slogans are based around the idea of doublethink which is 

basically where something has two opposite meanings. 

This made me realize how relevant this is in the real 

world today. I mean if you were to think about it, so 

much of our lives are based around this idea that it is al-

most terrifying. WAR IS PEACE? That’s literally U.S 

foreign policy, with our claim of how we are the “leaders 

of the free world,” or “guardians of democracy.” Serious-

ly, think about how many pointless wars we have been in 

because we are “liberating” an oppressed country. An 

example of this is Vietnam. We literally went to war with 

them because we got mad at them for wanting to be their 

own country, but our ally France wanted to control them 

so they turned to the Soviet Union to help them. UH OH, 

COMMIE ALERT. COMMIE ALERT, we can’t let that 

happen, we gotta liberate those yeller people and edjuma-

cate them about democracy by using the means of war.  

 How about the next slogan: FREEDOM IS 

SLAVERY? We may live in a democracy where society 

is governed by the people, but it comes at a price because 

no matter how free we may be, there will always be that 

hierarchical pyramid. And if you were to think about it, it 

cannot be done away with, as it requires people to be ra-

tional, which is impossible, as well as everyone being 

viewed as equal.  Even if you could achieve this, the pyr-

amid still applies for labor, where at the top are CEOs, 

the middle is the working class, and the bottom is the 

people unable to work or don’t work. So theoretically full 

blown Socialism and equality is impossible to achieve. 

 And finally, IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH. This 

is probably the scariest one, because it is saying the less 

you know, the more power someone has over you. Have 

you ever thought about that? Seriously, think about how 

much we actually don’t know because it is supposed to 

be a secret. Come on, how about the NSA issue? Would 

we ever have been aware that we were being spied on if it 

weren’t for Edward Snowden who spilled the beans on 

the whole thing? What about how we were told that we 

were winning the Vietnam War, but in reality we were 

losing to a bunch of guerilla fighters who didn’t even 

have an air force? What if 2+2 doesn’t equal 4? Actually 

scratch that, that was a terrible analogy, but still, there is 

so much kept from us that it really makes you wonder. 

On the other end though, sometimes it’s best to keep us 

in the dark or else drastic things could easily occur.  

 This article is already extremely long, and on 

short notice as our advisor assigned it to me last minute, 

which might I add that he has emphasized to not write 

last minute articles, but what do I know? So I’m not say-

ing to start a full blown revolution because that will liter-

ally just cause us to do a full loop and be back at square 

one, but instead to not be afraid to question what is 

known, and be encouraged to challenge it, because you 

never know maybe you could be right. To end this article 

I will leave you with quite possibly the most infamous 

doublespeak quote of the 21st century, “Make America 

Great Again.” 

         Spicy Talk with Srirach 


